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As the northern winter gets a hold, many a commuter will be acutely conscious of 
the importance of asset reliability, and hoping for only the right kind of snow. Their 
expectations of the signalling profession will be focussed on reliability. Down here 
in the southern hemisphere it is our summer holiday period, and typically this is 
the season of planned disruptions and replacement bus services for asset upgrade 
projects. The public’s thoughts are more likely related to our project management skills 
and the hope of improved services when its all completed. It hardly matters whether 
the railways involved are mainline or mass transit. Either way, how our profession 
performs affects people’s lives, even if they don’t know the details of how it came 
about.

This issue of IRSE NEWS shares experiences from a number of challenging brownfield 
projects where significantly improving the reliability and capacity of the railway are 
the goals, whilst simultaneously minimising disruptions to already busy services. We 
also discuss the important topics of asset management and strategic investment. 
This is the larger picture of managing the railway as a dynamic and evolving system 
that is in a constant cycle of aging, maintenance, selective renewal and eventually its 
planned replacement in the face of changed demands. All highly relevant topics for 
our profession.

On a personal note I have just returned from Toronto having attended two excellent 
events organised by the IRSE North American (NA) Section. The first was a full day 
industry seminar plus a half day site visit on the theme of “CBTC and beyond”. The 
second was the annual NA section technical conference around the theme of “The 
Future is Now”. I hope to update you on those visits in future issue of the, always 
relevant, IRSE NEWS.

Charles Page, President IRSE

Front Cover: Singapore, like many other urban rail networks, is 
investing in a number of ways to improve system performance 
and reliability. Here a train to Changi Airport is waiting to 
depart Tanah Merah. Platform screen doors are now installed at 
all stations on the NSEW network. Photo Lim Chee Siong.
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Signet would like to thank our clients for making our 20th 
anniversary a very special occasion and one to remember!

Here's to a properous 2017
we look forward to continuing to meet all your training requirements

Course information for the new year
 is now available on our website or call us today!
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